i5o                          THE  PARSIS

the numbers gathered. A procession of some 5,000 men
followed the bier up to the gate, from which the Parsis alone
walked up to the part of the gardens in front of the Tower.
First came the corpse-bearers, six in number, each couple
holding one end of a paiwand^ or cotton handkerchief, in
his disengaged hand, linking him with his fellow. They were
clad in white entirely, like the mourners, who likewise were
linked with the paiwand, two and two. The body, covered
with a white sheet, and dressed in white cotton clothes, was
borne on a light iron bier, carried on the bearers' shoulders.
A clear interval was left, and the priests and the mourners
came up. Just in front of the Tower the bier was set down,
the mourners filed past to look at the uncovered face, and
then the bearers took it into the Tower. The clang of the
iron gate as they came out marked the end of the ceremony.
The mourners stood reciting prayers towards the Tower, for
which prayer-books were provided. Then they dispersed,
after ceremonial washing.

The gardens are visited in the morning and evening by the
worshippers who wish to remember the Fravashis of the dead,
especially on the days of the month sacred to them, and the
month named after them. The concluding prayer as the
mourners leave may be quoted. First in Pahlavi they say
'We repent of all our sins'. Then in Avestan 'Reverence
to thee (the soul of the dead man). Here we adore the
souls of the dead which are the Fravashis of the Righteous/
Note how the urvan and the fravashis are joined: the
union took place at death, according to Pahlavi theology.2

We go back to describe earlier stages of the obsequies,
here however without the advantage of personal observation.
As elsewhere the details will be passed over, unless they
appear to have real religious significance.

Modern Parsis are very fond of rationalizing the cere-
monial, and pointing out how at every turn the rites protect

1  Avestan paitibanda^ from band ' to bind'.

2  See below, p. 178.